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                                      Frequently Asked Questions about Being a Member (FAQ’s)
Thank you for your interest in joining our group!!

We are a group of Texans training & preparing to help other Texans

in the event of large disasters or emergencies.

Besides the fun, comradeship and military environment you might expect when you join,

The Austin Medical Company has a very serious side.

        That serious side, (when activated by the Governor) is being able to respond to any statewide natural disaster (hurricanes, tornadoes, flu epidemics, floods etc) or acts of terrorism.  We can be 1st responders, as well as surge responders. When events overwhelm the local operations we can be called. (In 2008, we deployed for Hurricane Ike & Gustav; 2010 for Hurricane Alex). Our Mission is to train and prepare to be activated as a Military Medical Unit with a 24-72 hours notice. This happened as recently as Hurricane Alex. All our drills and training are targeted for that result. 

          If you consider joining, we want to be upfront with you. This organization takes commitment, time & money to be involved.  We are looking for a few good men and women. Think about it carefully before you apply. With that being said, here are FAQ’s.     

                                        Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s)
Q. Are there some general websites for more info? 

A. Yes, Texas State Guard http://www.txsg.state.tx.us/      http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas_State_Guard
     Austin Medical Company http://austinmedcom.yolasite.com/  This handout focuses on our unit.
    Q. Are we “in the Army?”

     A. Yes, in a special way. We are a very unique organization as part of the Texas Military Forces (TMF). We are under the direct command of the Governor, serve statewide and cannot be activated to Federal Service.   

     We wear standard US military uniforms and are expected to operate similar to a US Military Unit as best as possible. We work on many occasions with National Guard and Active Duty Military. They expect us to “understand and operate as part of their system.”  

      As such, parts of our monthly drills include US Military Drill, Ceremonies and Courtesy. Training also includes Medical, Rescue, and Emergency Preparedness. We are expected to act and operate as Medical Soldiers. Be on time, do your duties, complete required training, share your skills, and enjoy the fun & fellowship of a great group of people.

 Q. I’m not a Doctor or Nurse.  I wasn’t even in the military. Am I excluded?

     A. On the contrary, all able-bodied candidates are needed, and indeed about 1/3 our   members have prior military service.  While all medical types are needed (Docs, Nurses, Fire & Rescue types, Vets, Dentists, etc), we also have stockbrokers, lawyers, techie types, homemakers, teachers, administrators, retirees, business owners, etc). 

      A Medical Unit working a disaster needs all kinds of help-from actual patient care to logistics to admin to commo to language translators to plain old “lifting & moving stuff”. The common denominator is you want to help Texans within a military environment. 

    Q. What about costs?  Obviously, this isn’t like volunteering at a Goodwill Store. 

    A.  There are expenses involved to be a functioning member. And certainly a      greater initial monetary outlay then most service organizations.  Be ready to spend some money to prepare to respond to emergencies. Most of this will be in your first 12 months of joining.  After that some minor ongoing expenses.  Basically, your costs are as follows:
   1. Uniform- The Army Combat Uniform (ACU) is required. About $250-$400 depending on prices & add-ons like field jackets. You wear the uniform when sworn in. http://www.militaryclothing.com/IBS/SimpleCat/InfoPage/asp/Comp_ID/16031.html 

  Try online sites, or stores like the Camp Mabry PX, to purchase uniforms. You should have the basic ACU within 2-4 months. Blue Army Service Uniforms are optional. 

2. Go-Pack-This is all the gear you need to sustain yourself for 3 days in a hostile environment (again think Hurricane Ike)...food, water, clothes, emergency stuff, that is pre-packed and basically sitting by the front door.  About $250-$600 depending on quality and items required, needed or wanted. We will give you lists and idea help. Within 6-9 months you should have your gear pretty much assembled.  
   3. Membership in the State Guard Association of the United States  (SGAUS) http://www.sgaus.org/ ($16-enlisted/$25-officer/yr). You must be a member before the required FEMA courses can count toward the Military Emergency Management Specialist (MEMS) Badge.  MEMS is explained later on in this FAQ. 

  4. Travel to meetings and occasional conference or training fees. (Costs vary).

  5.
Meals on your own

    Typically items #1 through #4 are tax-deductible if you itemize. Check with your financial advisor. One other note on costs. Typically, the TSG will authorize State Active Duty (SAD) Pay (currently $121/d) & mileage (.50/m) for disasters and Annual Training, which means you get a small paycheck plus a good feeling for the day. 

  Q. I’m a busy person. What time requirements are expected?  

    A.  No one is more busy then the type of folks who join us.  This is not a service organization where you show up a couple times of year. You might check out volunteering at the local library for that kind of service.  We are pretty serious about our commitment (especially since others depend on your service to help make us a good unit). 

                                  Several Categories of Time are expected. 

1. Overall- Members are encouraged to make a minimum 3-year commitment. 

      2.  Monthly Drill-We basically meet 12 times a year for a monthly Saturday Drill (though sometimes a Sunday). Therefore time is short for practice & we expect an 85-100% yearly attendance. We try to make every drill packed with interesting & fun training.  Obviously, things happen where you can’t make an occasional drill. That’s ok; just shoot for an 85% + attendance score. We want A+, A, A-, & B+ type folks! No C, D or F types.

      3.  Operation Lone Star- After your first full year, members are encouraged to attend a minimum of 3 days, not counting travel time (out of 14 days available) to Operation Lone Star in the Rio Grande Valley. We provide free medical treatment to about 10,000 + people! This training takes place to make sure all the various agencies can coordinate, communicate and respond quickly in case of an actual emergency. This is the closest to mass disaster training we can get.  Usually in July/August, we count this as a monthly drill.  

      4.  Annual 2 or 3-Day Statewide Drill- Currently the Medical Brigade sponsors an Annual Drill, usually in May. We will count this as a monthly drill. Others may also occur.

      5.  Medical Standby’s-Anything we can find that could be a good real life exercise we might add to our calendar. One example is we have manned an Aid-Station for the MS-150 Bike Run.  This would count as a monthly drill.  We also used it as a practice “Deployment Exercise” combined with real life casualties. 

     6.  Actual Disasters & Emergencies-This is the reason we signed up. Usually, if the disaster is in our area, we will report to our own place of business. Other units will come help us. In turn, we help them when they need us, but only when activated by the Governor. 

     7.  If you are a leader or instructor-You will have opportunities to be a leader and/or instructor on a regular or occasional basis. This would require “after hours” preparation on your own time to make it a good training and impress the rest of us. 

8. Required Training-Some of this will be in Monthly Drills, some of it can be done on line or in other venues (i.e. seminars, community college etc). Details next page. 

Q. What kind of training do I get? 

   A. We have 4 types:

      1. Voluntary: This is training our company creates based on our needs & interests. 

  We pool our talent & make our own training schedule. Training may be at the 36th Div   Armory, outdoors, or hospitals/fire depts. Examples: Litter Drill, CPR, Triage, Radio Ops, Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training, etc. 

      2. Required for all: You should complete these within your first 12 months; online or through Texas State Guard classes. These are also required for Operation Lone Star. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Independent Study Program (ISP) courses: http://training.fema.gov/IS/
              IS-100 Introduction to Incident Command System
            IS-200  Single Resources and Initial Action Incidents
              IS-700 National Incident Management System (NIMS                   

              IS-800-B National Response Plan (NRP)

   3. Required for some:
       a. Basic Orientation Training (BOT)- Required for non-prior service military folks. This is a 1or 2 weekends training to orient you to the military way of doing things.  Prior service folks can attend to get refreshed. Usually held at Camp Bowie.
    b. Non Commissioned Officer (NCO) and Officer courses- From time to time. 

   4. Highly recommended: Military Emergency Management Specialist (MEMS)      

     You will understand emergency management principles & be able to function in a federal, state, or local Emergency Operations Center (EOC). The MEMS program is becoming a nationwide standard. You will be authorized to wear the MEMS badge on your ACU upon completion. We want all our members to achieve it with 12-24 months of joining, though currently not required.  These are the courses plus additional practicals.

         1.    IS-100 Introduction to Incident Command System
       2.   IS-200 ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action Incidents
       3.   IS-700 National Incident Management System (NIMS                   

         4.   IS-800-B National Response Plan (NRP) replaces IS-800

         5.  IS-208 State Disaster Management replaces IS-275 Emergency Operations Center 

         6.   IS-292 Disaster Basics

         7.  National Fire Academy Q534, Emergency Response to Terrorism Course 
   Q. What’s next? This didn’t scare me off. I'd like to join.    

        Our Company New Recruit Coordinator will send you an application and help you get started in the application process. Prior Military Service will also need Form DD-214. 
        Approval time is up to 2-6 months with Homeland Security check. While application is pending, you may attend most drills & training. We would love to have you!!               
